(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des t>revets 



I 



(12) 



(11) EP 0 623 235 B1 

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION 



(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant ol the patent: 
04.06.1997 Bulletbi 1997/23 

(21) Application humt)er 9390226a7 

(22) Date of filing: 15.01.1993 



(51) inta.<^ G07G 1/12. B42D 15/10. 
G07F 7/08 

(86) International appfication number 
PCT/R93/D0013 

(87) International pt^fication number 

WO 93^4476 (22.07.1993 Gazette 1993^18) 



(54) A METHOD FOR IMAKING AND COLLECTING DONATIONS 

VERFAHREN ZUM EINZAHLEN UNO EINSAMMELN VON SPENDEN 
PROCEDE POUR VERSER ET POUR COLLECTER DES FONDS 



m 

lO 
CO 
CM 

CO 
CM 
(D 



OL 
liJ 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

ATBECHDEDKESFRGBGRIEITULUMCNL 
PTSE 

(30) Priority: 15.01.1992 Fl 920050 U 
07.05.1992 R 920342 U 

(43) Dateofpublk:ation of application: 
09.11.1994 Bulletin 1994M5 

(73) Proprietor OY PACTA CREATIVE SERVICES INC. 
00380 Helsinki (R) 



(72) Inventor REINIKAINEN, Pekka 
SF-00640Helsfaikl(R) 

(74) Beprecwntalive: c - 

Cross, Rupert Edward Blount et al 
BOULT WADE TENNANT 
27 Fumhml Street 
London EC4A 1PQ (GB) 



(56) References cited: 
WO-Ae6^[>2757 
GB-A- 1597 201 



DE-C-4 000133 
US-A-4926325 



Note: Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any person may give 
notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. fsk>tice of opposition shall be filed in 
a written reasoned statement. It shall not t>e deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been paid. (Art. 
99(1) European Patent Convention). 



Prtnledby Jouve. 75001 mRlS(FR) 



EP0 623 235 B1 



Description 

HELD OF THE INVENTION 

s This invention relates in general to charitable donations. More particularty, It relates to a novel system for making 

and collecting charitable donations. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 Fund-raismg organizations typicafly sofidt and collect charitable donations using conventional advertising and 
money-transfer techniques. For example, an organization may send a mass maifing or prkit a newspaper advertisement 
requesting donations. The dortations. which are usuaQy in the form of a check or moneyorder. are typfeally mailed to 
a post offk» box or address. The donations are then cashed or deposited through a financial hstitutk)n. 
Another popular method of raising funds is to purchase televiston tinrie ^ M 

IS gram. The viewers are ^ked to call in and rnake a donatkyi. The donalkx)s are typk:altyn^ 
phone, or by rnailing a check or rnoney order to a post ofTk» box or address. 

Although popular, these fund-raising methods are expensive arxi can requke a great deal of labor and planning 
to ^ement. Also, the expense involved in such fund raising methods prohibits smaller fund^aising organizatkyts 
from ushg them. 

20 Retail outlets and other businesses have altowed fund-raising organizatkins to place co»ectk)n boxes or fund- 
collectkxiests in their stores in order to altowcustorners to rrtakecharitabte The effectiveness of such "bax- 

stfKMisf methods has been limfted. prvnarily because the oollectkxi process has not been sulfKiently integrated with 
the normal financial trEmsactksns made by customers. 

Outskto the charitable ftekl. codM coupons ar0 known for use h 
25 has a rTK)n^ary>«iue«^)en exchanged fc)r specie 

The fblkmAig terrns rnay t>e used throughout this cfieck^ 
stood in the art. Inclucfir>g but rK)t riecessanly Srnited to the foBo«^ 

The terms "article' or "item* r^er to a product or other merchandise that can be marked with a bar code and 
kieritified by a oonnputer-based cash register machine. 
30 The terms "t>ar code' or "t>ar code symboT refer to a representatkxi of an artk:le ruimber in a form suitable for 
scmtning arxifor reading by computer-based machines. 

The term "encode" refers to placing data arxitor informatksn into ttte form of a code. 

The term "EAN" stands for Intematkinal Artk:le Number (prevkxisly r^erred to as European Artcle Number) ^ich 
is the uniform staridarci for item cocfing in the worid. excluding the United States end Canada. 
^ The term "UPC stands for Uniform Product Code, w^k:h is the uniform standard for item coding in the United 

States arxl Canada 

The term "^artk^le numt>er* r^ers in general to the number code represented in the EAN and UPC codes. 

The term "PLU" stands for price-k)ok-up, v^fdh generally r^ers to the retrieval of a price from a computer file, 
rather than r^rieval of the price from a keytx)ard entry. 
40 The term "POS" stands for point-d-sale, whk:h generally r^ers to the point at whk:h goods are purchased either 
in a r^a outlet 

The term "EPOS" stands for electrone-point^-Gale, w^uch generally refers to aU electron k: equipnnent used at the 
point ol sale, including scanning equipment, electronic scales, credrl card readers, mi the like. 

The term "ECFT stands for electronc-cash-registers, whfch are cash registers having no scanning system and 
^ limited processing capacity. 

The terms "laser scanner* r^er to an electronk: bar code reading devk:e that uses a bw power laser as its light 
source. 

The ternns "light pen' r^er to a hand heM bar code reading devk» that must be passed acfo^ 
bar code in order to read it. 

so The terms "machine readable" refer to any code or other graphk^al representatkxi capable of being read by scan- 
ning devices. 

The term "scanning" refers to reading a code by a machine. 
The term "wand" refers to a light pen used to scan codes. 

The terms "boot" or "Ixxating" r^er to the operatfon of clearing used informatkxi from the working menrxxy of a 
ss computer-t>ased devce. This is typk^ally done beiore a new set of instructkxis is executed. 



2 



EP0G23 235 B1 

SUMMARY OF THE INVEIsmON 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide an improved system for making and collecting char- 
itable donations. 

s It is another obje<^ of the present invention to provide a simple, low-cost, reliable and efficient system for making 

and collecting charitable donations. 

It is ar)Oth6r object of the present inventksn to provide a system for making charitable dorwtksns in ¥vhk:h the ability 
to reach potential donors is greatly ffKreased. 

It is another object erf the present invention to provkie a system for making charitable dor^iorts in whk:h the 
f 0 potential for theft, fraud, or mishandlkig of funds is limited, thus inr^jroving the overall ffitegrity arxJ trustworthiness 
perceived by dorxxs. 

These arid other objects and advantages are reaflzed in accordarx:e with a first aspect of the present inventkxi by 
provkiing a method of collectffig donatkxis, the steps comprising: provkling a donor with erKxxled data kientifying at 
least one entity; 

IS 

provtiirtg a computer having data entry means, saki corr^uter being programmed to perform the folk>wrig f unc- 
tksns: 

accept at sakl data entry means sakj ericoded data ktontifying sak^ at least or>e entity; 

accept at said data entry means a currency amount of a charftable dormtkxi from sakl dorK>r to sad at least one 
^ entity; ar)d 

associate sakj currer^ amount with saki ertcoded data klentifyirYg sakf at least one entity. 

According to a secorxi aspect of the present inventnn there is provktod a donatbn collecting mearis, comprising 
a printed card cl plastk: rriaterial, paper board, carton or sirniar prwTtab^ 
2S printed Mxmatk3noor)cemirigaA least the purpose of the dorwlksn and the en 

being further provkled with coded inforinaAkxi. for exarnple in the form of a bar code, auto^ 

e8sak>le by codeKietecting nneans and a computer-based cash register of the type used h retail stores and similar 

business establishments. 

In a preferred embodiment the encoded data may also ndude a variety of additkml informatk)n. such as the 
30 anoouit of the donatran or the estat>lishment that cfistributed the artk:le. Likewise, the printed Informatkxi may include 
graphk»l representatkwts, photographs, or a narrative describing the details of a partcular program to whk^ the do- 
f\aX\on wouM be applied. 

The discksed doruttnn cards may be wkiely distritHited to potential donors by a variety of convent»nal nDsans 
such as rtewspapers or mail. They may also k>e distritNJted at stores, finartcial institutkms. put>lk: buiMings, and other 
3S establishments. The doTKsr presents the card to a computer4)ased cash register or autonriatk^ 

embodinDent the computer includes the folkywing features: means for entering data; means for storing data that rxstifies 
the computer thai the presented artk^ie is a donatksn card; means for storing data ktentifying a benefk^tary; nieans for 
storing a currerKy ^nount of a dormtnn to a beriefk:iary; mearis for assoctatirYg er 

data kientifying a presented item as a doriatkxi card; means for associating entered currertcy amounts with entered 
40 data kientifying a beriefeiary; and mearts for collecthg the currency arrKXjnt from the dorxxi 

The enocoded data on the card is entered into the computer at the data entry means. The erKoded data rKtifies 
the computer that the presented artk:le is a doriatkm card and that a charttable donaS^on is aboiA to be made to the 
entity ktontified on the card. The currency arrxxint of the doriatkxiisalBoeriteredaltt^ me^ts. The computer 

assodales the entered currerK:y amourit with the entered data ktentifyk^ 
^ the charitable donatnn, and ihe specified currerwry amount is collected from the donor. 

Thus, the present inventfon achieves several advantages. T?>e abcwe^Jescriied cards can be easily integrated 
into the regular product-lir>e of any r^il establishment that uses computer-based cash-registers/terminats to klentify 
products ^collect funds for purchases. Thus, fund-raising activities may be easily integrated wfth the normal cash- 
collecting and accounting systems utilized in retail trades. By makkig use of the (fiscfosed system, f und^aising entities 
so can organize their fund-raising activities through large retail outlets, thus receiving exposure to a large pool of potential 
donors on a regular basis. The need for provkling \abor dedk^ated to collecting funds is reduced and in some cases 
tnaf be elvninated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

ss 

Rgure 1 is a fk>w diagram of a presently preferred system embodying the present inventfon; 

Figure 2 is a bfock diagram of the hardware and/or software components that may be used in connection with the 

system shown \n Figure 1 ; 
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Figure 3a is an encoded donation card for use in connection with the system shown in Rgure 1 ; 

Figure 3b Illustrates the EAN-1 3 standard bar code used in connection with the donation card illustrated n Figure 

3a; 

Figure 3c illustrates the UPC-A standard bar code used in connection with the donation card illustrated in Rgure 
3a; arxi 

Rgures 4a to 4e are flow diagrams illustrating a the general operation of the computer hardware and software 
used to implement the system shown in Rgure 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPnON OF THE PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



Rgure 1 is a block diagram iOustratkig a presently preferred embodiment of a system 10 for making arxJ collecting 
donations. Rgure 2 is a bksck diagram of the hardware arKVor software components that may be used in connectk)n 
with the system shown in Rgure 1. 

The components illustrated In Figure 2 include klentifKatnn means 12. data entry means 14 in oommunk:atton 

IS with a first computer 16, means for collecting funds 18 in communicat»n with the first computer 16, meats for trans- 
ferrmg funds 20 in communicatton with the first computer 16, and a secorxi computer 22 in communk:atk)n with the 
first computer 16. The second computer 22 may also communcate with the means for collecting funds 16 and the 
means for transferring funds 20. A bhdirectk^nal data bus line 24 may be provkled to connect the first and second 
computers 1 6, 22 to the conr^uter system of a finarx:ial institution 26. 

20 The system 1 0 IDustrated in Figure 1 begins In bkx:k 30 by distrbuting klentifk:atk>n means 1 2 to potential dorxxs. 

The kientifKalion mearts 1 2 has encoded data thereon kientifying the kientifk:atk)n means 1 2 and at least one bene- 
fk:iary. When the dorK>r is ready to make a charitable donatton to the benefkHary bentifiedon the kientifk:atnn meats 
12. the kJentifk:stk)n means 12 is presented to the data entry means 14 in bkx:k 32. The data entry nneans 14 reads 
the encoded data on the Mentaicatkyi mearts 12 in bk>ck 34. 

2S The encoded data on the kientlfk»tkxi vmeana 12 may include one or more predetermined currency amounts of 

thedonatkm. Thesystem 10 determines in bk>ck 36 wftether or notacurrencyarrnunt is induded^i^ 
If the currency amount is not included in the erxxxled data the currerKy amoimt is entered separatefy at the data entry 
means 14 in bkx:k 38, and the system 10 returns to bkx:k 40. If the currency amount is included m the encoded Intor- 
matkxi, the system 10 moves directly to bk)ck 40 from bkx:k 36. In bkx:k 40, the system 10 associates the entered 

00 currency amount with the data Uentifying the ktentifk:atk3n means 12 and the benefk:iary In block 42. the funds are 
collected from the donor, and in bkxk 44 the collected funds are transferred to the t>er)efk:iary. 

The klentifKatlon means 12 may be a dor^kxi card made from ptastk:. paper, cardboard, or ether materials. An 
example of a card 12a embodying the kientifk»tk)n means 12 is illustrated in Rgure 3a Ihe card 12a may also be 
prcvkted as part of another printed product such as a newspaper, a periodk^l. an advertisement, a direct nnail item, a 

3S direct distributkxi material, a prospectus, or the like. The card 12a may be clipped or cut or otherwise separated from 
the attached printed product, and presented at a partk:ipating r^l outlet or other business establishment in order to 
make the desired donatun. 

The card 12a may also be provkted as a coupon such as an tndivkJual. serial, separate or d^achabte coupon. 
Altematively. the card 1 2a may also be provkied as an appendage, such as a stk:ker, attachable to some other product, 

40 anide, packaging, or the like. 

It is also contemplated that the card 12a may be reusable or disposable. For disposables, the card 12a may be 
manufactured from an inexpensive mass^oduced product, such as a d^achable coupon printed in a periodcal. For 
reusables. the card 12a may be manufactured from a more sturdy material, such as plastk: or heavy cardboard. A 
reusable pla^c card couM also sen^e as a membership card of an organizatkxi (e.g. major credit card), a customer 

45 card of a retail outtet (e.g. check-cashhg card), or the like. 

The donatkxi card 12a illustrated in Figure 3a irtdudes prvited matter 46 and encoded data 48. The printed matter 
46 may include art-work, drawings, caricatures, photos and other graphk: depkrtions. The printed matter may further 
include word desaptkms kientifying the benefciary. descrying the ber^efKiary. describhg the partcular program so- 
rK:iting charitable donatkxis. descrft)ing instructk>ns for usvig the donatkxi card, and other informatksn. 

so The encoded data 48 may also take a variety of forms. For example, the erxxxied data 48 may be mechank^ally 

erxxxied (e.g. punched holes), optk^alty erxxxled (e.g. bar code) or magnetk:ally encoded (e.g. magnetk: strip). It is 
further contemplated that the ericoded data may be provkled as a mk:rodrcuit erxxxied on a microchip mounted on 
the kientlfk:atkxi means 1 2. Preferably, the erKxxled data 48 is bar code utilizing the Intematkxial Artk:le Number (E AN) 
starxiard or the Uniform Product Code (UPC) starxJard. The EAN standard is the unifonm starxJard for item coding in 

ss the world, except for the United States arxJ Canada. The Intematkxial Artcle Numbering Association is an organizatkxi 
responsible for coordinating, developing ar>d pronrx>ting artKle numbering woridwkle. The UPC standard is the uniform 
starxiard for the United States and Canada. The Uniform Code Council is an organization responsible for administering 
article numbering standards in North America 
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EAN is generally used in the manufacturing industry, wholesale trades and retail trades. Currently, there are two 
versions of EAN: EAN-13 CODE and EAN^ CODE. T^e standard EAN-1 3 article number includes a prefix flag (two 
digits), manufacturer number (five digits), article/product reference digits (five digits) and a 'check digit* (one digit). 
The prefix flag defines the country, ar>d the manufacturer number identifies tf»e nranufacturer with four or five numbers. 

s The article^roduct refererKe digits define the particular item or consurrwr unit, axvS each unit must be defined as a 
different number. The check digit is used to confirm that the code is correctly composed. 

The standard EAN-8 article number is an eight-digit short verskm of the EAN-13 artcle number. EAN-8 includes 
a prefix flag (two digits), article/product reference digits (five digits) and a 'check digit* (one digit). The encoded data 
48 iDustrated tn Figure 3a is a is a truncated versksn of EAN-13code. 

10 The general form of the UPC code is sli^tly different from the EAN code, but (^erwise the UPC code operates 

the same way as the EAN code. Currently, there are three standard verskxis of the UPC code used to Wentffy indMdual 
products. UPC-A code is a standard 12 digit versnn (there is also a 13th digft but it is always zero and it is never 
visble). Figure 3c illustrates the UPC-A code. UPC-D code is a verston that albws for encoding 14 to 32 characters 
to include £KJdltk3nal specialized informatksn. UPC-E code is a short verskxi (zero compressk)n) wherein six digits are 

IS (firectly presented in the bar code symbol. However, when the synrtels are decoded, they are restructured into twelve 
digits. 

The encoded data 48 may include a variety of tnformatk)n that ooukJ be useful in cormectnn with organizing, 
accounttfig for and tracking the various types of informatnn related to charitable dor^ksna The encoded data 48 
shoukJ at least kientify the kientrficatbn means 1 2 and the beneficiary The erKXxied data may also irN:lude informatkyi 

^ specifying the targeted use of the donatkxi. The encoded data 48 may also include informatkxi for tracking the history 
d an indivkiual doruitkxi card 1 2a, or informatnn irKlk:attng the method of distributing the partk:ular card 1 2a, or some 
ctfier type d historical record-keeping informatkxi. The erxxxled data 48 may also set a fixed level for the currency 
anrxMHrt ol the doriatran, or a variety of possft>le currency arnounfts for the Finally; the encoded data 48 may 

open a tine cohnectkjn 24 to the benefidary^ bank account or to the dorK)r^ bank accoum 

25 transfers funds using the computer system d a flnam^ialinstitutkin 26. 

The first oornputer 16t1tustrated ^ Figure2 is equipped vvith data entry rneansappr^^ 
data 48 found on the kientificatksn means 12. For machmcally encoded data such as punched hdes, the data entry 
means 1 4 is a mechank»l reader. For bar codes, the data entry means 1 4 is an optk:al reader, and for ma^ietk: codes, 
the data entry nrieans 1 4 is a magnetk: reader. The data entry means 1 4 shouM also ktdude a keybcaid for manually 

30 entering data such as the artk:le number d the encoded data 48, or the as the anKXjnt d the charitable donatk)n. 

The first computer 16 is preferably a conventkxial conputer-based cash register d the type used in retail stores 
and other business establishments woridwkJe. Such registers typfcally include a code reader for automatically entering 
encoded data, a keyboard for manually entering data, a sikikig door encluding trays for receiving cunency; and a cfispby 
for prc3Vkfing prompts to the operator and/or customer. Such a register further includes the conventksnal processor and 

3S memory hardware utaized by computers to execute instructk>r)8 mi store arxJ man^utate data In this sttuatkxi, d 
course, the data entry is performed by a clerk or teller as part d their normal duties, whfch typk^By Invdve scanning 
bar coded mercharxJise into the computer-based cash register and accepting currerKy from customers for the mer- 
chandise. 

An example d a suitable corr^uter-based cash register is the 'Beetle' family d POS computers (model numbers 

40 2000/20 and 2000/40) available from Siemens Nixdorf Informattonsystems, AG, in Munk:h Germany. A U.S affifiate of 
Siemens NIxdorf Informatkxisystems. AG, in Munk:h Germany is Siemens Nixdori Information Systems, Inc., BurKng- 
ton Massachusetts. The Siemens 2000/20 and 2000/40 POS computers generally provkletfi IBM compatft>le AT-based 
system architecture; an Intel 80286, 1 2 MHZ mfcroprocessor, two MB DRAM memory; 32 KB CMOS non-vdatile mem- 
ory; MS-DOS 5.0 operatkig system; connector for external memory card; 16-bit AT sbt for an LAN or WAN adapter 

4S (for stand akxie operatkxi); VGA card; 20 MB hard disk; a cash drawer; POS keyboard with 60 keys (46 d whkrfi are 
programmable); central kx:k; a threo4rack sw^ card reader (integrated with the keyboard); a twenty character a^)ha- 
numeric customer display; a hand heki scannkig bar code reader; and a statnnary scanning bar code reader. 

The second computer 22 iUustrated in Figure 2 is generally known in the retail trade as a "sewer* conputer 22. 
The sender computer 22 includes mass-storage files for accumulating £tfid organizing the daily events processed by 

so the first computer 1 6. The sewer conrtputer 22 may be connected to a plurality d first corrputers 1 6 to form a network. 
As used in connectkxi with the disckseed system, the mass-storage files d the sewer computer 22 indude a file mariced 
for donatkxis. and within this file there are several fiekte d information. Each fiekJ is dedk:ated to it own partkailar 
article number whk^ also defines a partcular code and a partk:ular card. Each d these have a Iffie in the file, and 
these fines collect viformatkxi concemirtg the particular codGA:ard. 

ss The server computer 22 stores every event related to every code/card in its mass storage. For exarr^le, the sewer 

computer 22 can keep track d how many cards have been sdd during a given time period . the thie d day each card 
was sokj. the additkxial purchases made by the donor, and the total donations for each card or for all cards together. 
Also, if the kJentification means 12 is encoded with the large capacity UPC-O code, the encoded data 48 may include 
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additiona) information that may also be tracked and organized by the server computer's (22) mass-storage. Such ad- 
ditiona] data could include the method ksy which the identification means 12 was distributed (direct mail, newspaper 
^ertisement, etc.). If each identification nieans 12 is provided with a unique code and sent to particular donors by 
direct mail, the encoded information may identify the name and address of the donot 

s If the first computer 1 6 is In a stand-alone configuration, the sever computer 22 may be omitted, and thus, the first 

computer 16 would be provided with its own or>-board mass storage capabilities. It is also conterrptated that several 
associated retail units could be served via an on-fine connection to a central server computer 

The donations collected by the system 10 of the present invention may be transfen-ed from the retail collectng 
entity to the benefictary fund-raising entity in several ways. For example, as descnbed atxTve, the computer-based 

10 cash register terminal (16) transfers payment data to the mass-storage of the sender computer 22. which is generally 
located in the accounting department of the retaa entity. The funds are then paid to the benefictary at a frequency 
agreed i^>on h advarK:e. using conventional currency transfer procedures such as checks or direct electronk: deposits 
via a line ^lonnectnn 24 to the connputer system of a chosen finarK^tal vistitutkxi 26. Alternatively, if the first computer 
1 6 is in » stand akxie configuratkxi having it own mass-storage, the first computer may be in cfirec^ on-line contact 24 

IS with the computer system of a chosen financial institutk)n 26. In this marmer. the donatksns may be transferred to the 
accoimt of the benefk:tafy directly from the account of the retail entity or from the account of the dorror on a real time 
basts. 

The system 10 (4 the present tnventkxi may t»e implemented using commerdalty available software programs 
currently finding wkiespread use in retail businesses around the worU. One example d a suitable software program 
^ is the "Calypso' retail software program available from Siemens Nixdorf Informattonsystems. AG, in Munk:h Germany 
The Calypso program is designed for use on a variety of platform from stand-atone configuratkra to multi-server 
configuratkxis networked with host systerns. Calypso is capable Gl nmnorig on 

(UNIX) systems, and may be programmed simply and 6ffk:tentty usmg the "C" pfogramming language. 

One of the key advantages of the system 1 0 embodying the present inventkin is the abifity to easily inte^e the 

^ system 1 0 into the electronk: kwentorymg, purchasing and accounting systems of existvig businesses. Programs 
and hardware such as Calypso and the Siemens Beetle fwtily of POS terminals, are quk:kly adapted to incorporate 
the fund^ising system 10. First, a specffk: progrm file (donatkms file) is created for collecting fieUs of nformatkm 
on the donatk)ns collected. Second, the partknilar EAN or UPC codes are added to the newly created donatkxts file. 
Rgures 4a to 4e is a fk>w dtagram 50 illustrating the general operatkxi of the computer hardware and software 

30 used to implennent the system shown ^Figufol. The diagram 50 uUizes a conventky^ 

reader access to sufftoient mass-storage capabilities, either its own or through a server computer terminal. The first 
sectksnd the diagram 50 is the Initialize Sectkxi S2 shown in Figure 4a. The Initialize sectkm 52 starts at bkx^k 60 and 
then asks in bk)ck 62 w4iether the software is ready If the answer to the inquiry in bkxdc 6^ 

ki bkxk 64 and the Initialize Sectkv) 52 then r^ums to btock 66. If the answer to the inquiry in bkx:k 62 is yes. the 

3S InitiaBzeSectkin 52 proceeds cfirectly to bkx:k 66 whkii asks whether there are severe 

the inquiry in bkxk 66 is yes. the Initialize Sectton 52 selects the deseed code reader in bk)ck 68 and retums to bkx:k 
70. If the answer to the inquiry in bkx:k 66 is no. the Inftialize Sect»n 52 moves directly to bkxk 70. 

In bkxH( 70 the Initialize Sectkm 52 asks whether the chosen code reader is provkied with autonnatc figure kien- 
tifkstkxi. If the answer to the inquiry In bkxk 70 is no. the Initialize Sectnn 52 boots the reader in bkxk 72, eavi then 

40 determines whether the boot was successful in bk)ck 74. If the answer to the inquky in bkxk 74 is no, the Initialize 
Sectkxi52rnovestobkxk76anddeterrnineswh^herornot itwillrnGvetonrianualfee^^ If the answer to the viquiry 
in bkxk 74 is yes, the Initialize Sectkm 52 r^ms to bkxk 78 and starts reading the code. From bkxk 78 the pro-am 
nxvestothe Identifxatkm Sedksn 54 shown in Figure 4b. 

The Identifxatnn Sectksn 54 begins by reading ttie code at bkxk 80. The 1^ 

^ toklentffythecodeinbkxk82.lfthecodeisnotproperVklentifiedinbkxka2,tto 

bkx::kB4 whteh asks the user w*)ether or not tt>e code shoukJ be read again. If theaf>swertothe inquiry in bkx* 84 is 
yes. the Identifxatxxi Seclkm 54 relunris to its beginning in bkxk 80. If the answer to the inquiry in bkx:k 84 is no. the 
Identrfxatkm Sectkxi 54 moves to bkxk 86 whk:h agan determines wh^her to mcve to a mwual feed 

If the code is successfully kientified in bkx:k 82. the Identffxatkin Sectkm 54 moves to bkx:k ffi whch reads the 

so data content of the code. The correctness of the coded data is checked in bkxk 90. From bkxk 90, the Identifxatkxi 
Sectton 54 moves to the inquiry in bkxk 92 whch determines whether the obtained data is acceptable. In other words, 
the software searches the computer's menxxy to determme whether the artcle klentified \n the code is found in the 
computer's menrKxy. The software kx>ks for the existence <rf the artxie code represented in encoded data If the code 
is ■011111222229.* (UPC-A), the digit 0 ktentifies the artxie everywhere h the worb as a North American product The 

ss digits 11111 kJentify that the artxie is a product of. for example. "Fund-Raistfig Amerxa. Inc.." The digits 22 klentify the 
benefrciary as. for example, the American Cancer Society. The digits 222 ktentify the artxie as being associated with 
a certain campaign callvig for a minimum donatkxi of donatkxi of $10.00. The digit 9 is the check digit cafculated from 
the prevxus digits. Consequently, if the answer to the inquiry in bkxk 92 is no. the Identifxation Sectxn 54 nx>ves to 
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block 84, and the operator scans the product again. If the answer to the inquiry at block 92 is yes, the code can be 
found in memory, and the Identification Section 54 moves to the viquiry in bkxrk 94. 

In block 94, the Identiftcatkxi Sectkxi 54 determines whether or not the software can transfer the encoded d^ 
into the nnass-storage. Mass-storage may be in the POS terminal itself, a network server, or a central computer with 

s a direct on-line transmissnn connectkxi. If the software canr>c4 transfer the encoded data into mass-storage (because 
of a software malfunctk)n or other technk:al problem), bkx:k 96 alk>ws the operator to enter the erxxxied data into mass- 
storage manuaOy from the keyboard. Otherwise, the Identificatksn Section 54 proceeds to block 98 to perform a PLU 
operatksn. The purpose of bkx:k 98 is to find in mass-storage any pre-stored additkxial informatnn, such as the price 
associated with the artcle, by using newly stored data content of the code as a basis or as a key to access this additkxial 

io tnfonmatkxi. 

For example, in the case where a particular article can only be used to donate one predetermined amount of money 
to a partk:ular benefkrtary, bkx:k 98 is where the software kx>ks for the pre-stored tnformatkx). This informatky) Is stored 
in the mass-storage and, using the data content of the code as a key, the software extracts this fixed amount and ^ 
other additkxia! informatkxi that may be used in later steps of the program. For example, ft the code in questkxi is 
"011111222229,* (UPC-A), when this code is entered into the system arxl stored into mass storage, the code informs 
the software that the donatksn value is fixed at $10.00, and transfers this fixed dortatkxi amount to the computer-based 
cash termrial. The software also extracts the additnnal Instructkxis that, when this partk^ular code is entered, the cash 
register shouM show on its display monftor the text "Donation Amencan Cancer Society $10.00" and later print this 
line of text on the dorK>r'8 receipt. 

20 The Executkxi Seclkxi 56 begins in bkx:k 102. The operator initiates the "End of Events' sequence in bkx* 102 

by nrtaking the appropriate keyboard entry when all of the purchases made by the customer, indudkig aD donatkxis 
and other purchases, have been entered and properiy processed by the POS terminal The Executkxi Sectnn 56 then 
reads the data conterrt of the code in bkx:k 1 04 arxi processes all of the events in bkx:k 1 06. S 
"Comt Sums' which is the total of the purchases m^ by the donor, or 'Check Customer Rewarding System* whk:h 

25 couM be included if for example the retail outlet has a system whereby every 1000th dorxy receives a gift 
At block 108, the Executkxi Sectk)n 56 boote the payment event and the operator M 
as cash or credit card. The Executksn Sectkxi 56 then nrtoves to bkx:k 110 whuh prints a verifKatkxi of the events 
whk:h have occurred wtth each event being printed on a separate line. The operator acknowledges receipt of the 
payment in bkx:k 112, and the mass-storage files are accessed in bkx^k 118. The Executkxi Sectkxi 56 then increments 

30 certain sales accounting variables in bkx:k 1 1 4. For the diseased embodiment, these variables may include the number 
of donatkxis soM or the dollar amount of donations soM. 

The Executkxi Sectk)n 56 nrxives to bkx^k 122 £tfKl updates the events in rnass^ora^ 
the key for emering the necessary files in nriass^orage. The files updated in bkx:k 122 
the sales of one partkuiiar cash register terrninal, a file that tracks the sales figure 

3S files. The operation defined in bkx:k 122 may be repeated several time depenCKr>g upon the number of donatkxw and/ 
or ether purchases irade by the indivklual custorner. The cash register te^ 
to process new events, and the Executkxi Sectkxi 56 ends in bkx^k 1 26. 

Rgure 4e iHustrates the general features of the Account Executkxi Sectkxi 58. The Account Executkxi Sectkxi 58 
is executed by the sender computer (22) using its mass-storage infonmatkxi. Daily events by alt of the different cash 

40 register tenminals in a given n^wcxlc are all stored in the files of the server's mass storage. This vrformatkxi is used 
for in-store folk>w-ups and for accounting. 

The Account Sectkxi 58 perforrns two general functkxis. Rrst it processee the donate 
fk:iafy during a chosen period of time. Second, it processes all other loHowmp informatkxi for the retail outM, or fcx^ 
the ben^k:iafy receiving the donatkxis. 

45 The Account Sectkxi 56 accesses the mass-skxage files in bkx:k 132 In bkx:k 146, the necessary infonmatkxi is 

extracted using the coded data as a key for entering the needed mass^ofage files. Inbkx:k148, thefbik>wHlpk1for- 
matkx1 is listed and may be printed or oChenwise transferred to partkrular entities desiring the informatkxi. Bkxk 1 38 
transfers the payment related informatkxi extracted in bkx^k 146 to bkx:k 140. In bkx:k 140, the collected donatkxis 
are pakl to the charitable entities designated by the encoded data Payment may be executed by transferring the 

so amount electronk:ally as a line transfer from the account of the retail outlet to tfie account of the beneficiary. Altemativeiy 
the payment may t>e printed on a check by a printer assigned to the server connputer 22. 

In bkxk 142, the riformatkxi of the 'current period file' may be used to update another file for collecting "history 
data*, and the 'current period* file is cleared up while payment is acknowledged. 

In the situation where the computer-based cash register is an ECR termkial with no mass storage, the accounting 

ss information is gathered by generating daily control strips from each ECR terminal. The control strips may be generated 
by provWing a key on the keyboard dedk:ated to 'donatRxis.* The operator must press the donatkxis key every time 
a donatkxi is processed. This automatically places the total sum of the all entered donatkxis on the control strip under 
donatkxis. Because this is a lump sum, an ECR terminal cannot receive donatkxis for more tfian one beneficiary at a 
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time. The control strips must be collected periodically arxj taken to the accounting department for payment to the 
t^enefictary. 

CUMULATIVE (ACCUMULATIVE?) Fll^ 'DONATIONS' 

RIe is created separately. New codes are added to it either through the use of a scanner or manually using cor>- 
ventional adding(?) routines (methods?). RIe is updated with currajlative and periodic information on a reakime-basts 
(e.g. numbers (of cards processed), currency amounts (collected), and other Information extracted from the contents 
of the codes processed). The size of the file is determined (defined?) by the quantity of the codes stored in the file, not 
separate donation events registered. Desired querys are easy to make, since the file is composed of summed up 
records of informatnn (records of information already summed up?). Thus the file operates user-friendly. 



NUIB OF THE FIELD 

(Code (-key) 

Prefix flag 

Manufacturer 

Entity identification 

Article identification 

Check digit 



METHOD OP SBTTINS 
FORTH INFORMATION 
(-OUTPUT?) 
(MANNER/METHOD OF 
ENTERI1K3 INFORMATION 
-INPUT?) 
( mPUT/OUTPDT 
METHOD?) 
numeric) 
numeric 
numeric 
numeric 
n\mteric 
numeric 



Means f o distribution 


numeric 


Accumulative numbers of sold 


nximeric 


Accumulative currency amount 


numeric 


Current period numbers of sold 


numeric 


Current period currency amount 


numeric 


Last date of event 


date 


Record established (founded?) 


date 


Attention 1 * field 


ch2u:acter 


etc. • • 





Initially and prior to any processvig or purchasing events the item code of a donation card is recordedfetored into the 
file as a tcey. This can be done either by scanning the code into the file with a light pen (in some cases a stationary 
scanner) connected to the sender computer, or recording it manually from the keytxsard. When once recorded, the code 
then acts as a Itey opening the record and fields of that record to enter of events linked to this particular donation card. 
Addition to the file is executed In the program as follows: 
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- Can file 'Donations* be found? Block 120. if Yes) 
Open file 

Deblock contents of the basic code 
Update equivalent records 
s - Does the contents of the code include add on encodatkin? 
If Yes, debkx:k and update eqvrvalent records 
If No, rrme on 

- If rww events, return to establish a new debkx:k record routine 
If rx> new events. ck>se file 

10 

SEQUENCE RLE 

The size ol the file grows on grounds of evmts entered into it. An event is added to the file as a new record each 
tkne an equivalent donatkx) card is processed by the cash register terminals. Each new event is a new \:ard' in the 
file: the pack increases in "height* each time a new event oocures. There is no heed to create a separate file. One 
record d a file is one event. Accurate ffifomr^tkm can be extracted from the file, classified in e.g. terminal by terminal, 
operator by operator or time of the day. 



NAME OF THE... 


METHOD OF... 


(Code (=:key) 


numeric) 


Code storing 


numeric 


Cortsecutive digit kientificatk)n 


rmmeric (=trackir)g dprxxs) 


Outlet Mentfficatkm 


numeric."^ iif 


Cash register terminal klentification 


■ numeric '■ ' ■y^'^;■^'<^lrl:. Z^^;: f 


Time 


mimeric ■ " -_■ ' -* ■ . ■ 


Date 


date 


Operator kientificatkxY 


nunfteric 


Pre-stored currerKy amount 


numeric 


CurrefK^ amount received 


nunrieric 


Add to the total sales of the outlet? 


boolean (Yes/No; donatk3ns=No) 


Method of payment and so on and so forth... 


numeric 



as Recorc£r)g^storing the item code of a donatnn card as a key can be executed as before stated 

When new record is created, the data content of the item code is connected to a series of fieUs extracted auto- 
matically from the 'general gukiance program" of the cash register terminal. That is to say that the terminal automatk:ally 
corrects the outlet ktontificatksn fieM, cash terminal ktentificatcn fieM, time fieki etc. to the item code currently proc- 
essed. 

40 The consecutive digit identificatkxi fieM means that if individual cards (=donors) have Mivkiual consecutive kJen- 
tificatkxi digit fiekis, this is w*ien these are stored into the mass storage for later use. 

Each operator klentifies himself to the terminal by usmga key entry or some other method of klentmcatnn before 
starting his "shift*. When this bentificatkxi has been completed, the terminal hencekxth transmits this fieM of informa- 
Xlon autonnatk:ally as a field of each record created. 

4S Currency anrxxjnt collected is recorded thereafter either by connecting the code to the PLU-sequence of the mass- 

storage (the donatksn value is then transferred automatk^aDy as a fieM in the record), or by the operator entermg this 
anrKxmt into the mass-storage from keyboard. Add to the total sales of the outl^ fieM means that the currency amount 
of a donatkxi is automatkally excluded from the total sates figures of the outlet It is a financial trstfisactfon, not an 
event of selling something. 

so Method of payment fieM is trartsmitted autonDatk:a]ty after the operator has made an appropriate key entry bdicatkig 

this information. 

Additnn to the file is executed in the program as folk)ws: 

- Establish new record (item code + outlet kJentification fieW + cash terminal kJentificatkxi fieM etc. Note that it does 
£5 not mean adding up here: it means integratvig one fieM with ariother) 

- Open file 

Add event record as the latest record on file 

If new events, return to establish a new create record routine 
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If no new events, close file 

The formated file can be used en a variety of ways. 

s - Summaries, sortings, transfers, extractions, deletions, etc. can be executed 

Records can be transferred for to be u&ed oi another programs (Analyzing programs, spread sheet programs, data 
base programs etc.) 

Records can be transferred to the data base of a targe main frame computer 

10 Note that as a rule something specific has to be done with a record prior to any specialized executions (e.g. if the 
record is to be used in a spread sheet program, the program might require that the record is first deblocked ar>d the 
deblocked fiekte sorted and reorganized 

- together with other records whk^h are to be used in the program executk)n - before actually processed in the 
IS pro^^a This debkx:king and the like is usually done by the specialized program itsetf as a prefiminary measure.) 

What this "something specific* is, depends totally on the requirements that the program in questkxi states for the 
data material rt can process. 

(These two types of files can, if so desired together constitute a directory called "Donatkxis". This wouU, however; 

so tead to a need d restnic^uring the ftowcharts, and woukJ propably mean nc^ing more than just one additksnal unnec- 
essary step in the program.) 

The files descrtt>ed here can also run simultaneously (well, actually one after the other) gukfing the cash registec 
The cttfnulative file collects specifk: fieUs cl Iriforrnaftion lin 
rnoans. The sequefK^e file ccJIects fiekte of inlormatkxi whteh a^^ 

^ products £ffid events processed by the cash register terrninals of the outlet 

tracloning consecutive dk^t klentrfk:atkx)-fiekl, whk:h is best placed here, since ft must be operated as a sequence file. 

The sequence file can, of course, be one created speciatly for donatksn purposes, ft can also t>e the common file 
for all data informatton collected on all events processed by the cash register terminals using the item code as a key 
and regardless of what 'artcle dass' the purchase falls into. 

30 The most feasable solutkx) wouki propably be to use the cumulative versnn as the "Donations' file collecting 

exclusive derations informatksn, and to use a common sequence file to collect the bits of informatnn common to all 
items processed by the cash register terminal. Informatkxi on these two files coukJ then, if needed, be combined and 
processed by using specialized progrwns, such as for example a spread sheet program. The present Figure 4e illus- 
trates this alternative. It executes updating a separate 'Dortatnns* file first and then nrxsves on to update the common 

3s file. 

(If Figure 4e does not find a separate "Donattons* file, it proceeds to btock 140 to update the common fite/-files In 
the masstorage with all of the infbrmatkx) extracted from the contents of the code of the doruitksn card in questnn.) 

Thus, It can be seen from the above descrptkxi of the inventnn, taken in conjunctfon with the accompanyng 
drawings, that the present inventxxi achieves several advantages. For example, the above-descrft>ed kientifk^tkm 
^ means can be easily ffitegrated into the regular product-line of any retail establishment that uses computer-based 
cash-registers/lerminals to kientify products and collect funds for purchases. Thus, fund-raising activities may be easily 
ffitegrated wfth the nomnal cash-collecting and accounting systems utilized in trades. By making use of the dis- 
ctosed system, fund-raising entities can organize their f und-raisng activities through large retail outlets, thus recervffig 
exposure to a large pool d potential donors on a ragular basis. The need for provkiing labor dedk:ated to collecting 
^ funds is reduced and in some cases may be eliminated. 

While the above-descnbed embodiments of the inventkxi are preferred, those skilled in this art will recognize 
modifk:atk3ns of structure, arrangement, compositton and the like v^kh do not part from the tnje scope of the inventkxY. 
The inventfon is defined by the appended claims, ^ all devk^ andfor methods that come ¥«thin the meaning of the 
claims are htended to be embraced therevi. 

so 

Claims 

1 . A method ol collecting donatkx)s. the steps comprising: 

55 

provkJing a donor with encoded data (48) kientifying at least one entity; 

provkiing a computer (16) having data entry means (14), said computer (16) being programmed to perform 
the folkming functions: 
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accept at said data entry means (14) said encoded data (48) identifying said at least one entity; 

accept at said data entry means (14) a currency anKHJnt cl a charitable donation from said donor to said at 

least one entity; and 

associate sab currerK:y amount with said encoded data (48) identifying said at least one entity 

2. The method defined in claim 1 wherein said encoded data (48) further identifies at least one currerKry amount of 
a donation from said dorxx to said at least one entity. 

3. The method defined In claim 1 wherein said data entry means (14) comprises a code reader and a keyboard. 

4. The method defir>ed in claim 1 wherein said data ^try means (1 4) comprises a code reader capable of interpreting 
said encoded data (48) by one of optical, mechanical or malefic means. 

5. The nrwthod defir>ed in claim 1 further comprising the step of entering into said data entry means (1 4) said erKxxtod 
data (48) identifying said at least one entity. 

6l The method d^ned in claim 5 further comprising the step of entering into said data entry means (48) a currerxry 
amount of a donation from said dorx>f to said at least one entity 

7. The method defirted in claim 6 further comprising the step of collecting said currerKy amount from said donor. 

8. The method defir>ed in daim 7 further comprising the step of transferring said currerwy amowit to said at least one 
entity. 

9l The method defined in daim 8 wtiereki: 

said computer (16) has means (18.20,22) for initiating electronic currency transactions at a finwicial institution 
(26) via an on-line connection (24) to an electronic transaction system of said financial institution (26); and 
said currerKry amount is transferred to said at least one entity via said electronic transaction system. 

10. The method defvied in claim 1 wherein said erxxxJed data identifying said at least one entity is erKxxled on a card 
(12a). 

11. The method defmd In ciaOT) 1 wherein said encoded data (48) is carried on a card (12a) and/brcornprises one of 
a list induding punch codes, t>ar codes, a magnetically encoded str^ or a microdrcuit ch^. 

12. The m^hod defined in daim 1 wherein said erKxxied data (48) coniprises bar codes ^ said bar codes corrp^ 
either EAN code or UPC code. 

13. The method defir>ed in claim 1 wherein said computer (16) comprises a computer-based cash register. 

14. TTie method d^ned in claim 13 wherdn said computer based cash register storm intoa 
mass-storage mearts (22). 

15- The rn^hod defined in daim 1 hirther cornprising the step of cfetr^ingmarticto 
to potential dorxxs. 

16. ThenDethodd^medindamn 15 wherein said encoded diata (48) further identifies to said computer (16) a me^ 
by which said article was cfistributed. 

17. A donation cdlecting means, comprising a printed card (12a) of plastic material, paper board, carton or similar 
printable sheet material, said card (12a) being provided with printed Infonnation (46) conceming at least the pur- 
pose of the donation and the entity receivtng the donation; and said card (1 2a) being further provided with coded 
information (48), for example in the form of a bar code, automaticalty readable and processable by cocto<tetecthg 
means and a computer-based cash register of the type used in retail stores and similar business establishments. 



11 



EP0 623 235B1 

Patentanspruche 

1. Verfahren zum Sammetn von Spenden, das die folgenden Schritte umfaBt: 

s Ausstatten eines Spenders mit codierten Daten (48). die wenigstens eine juristische Person bezeichnen; 

Berettstellen eines Computers (16) mil einer Dateneingabeeinrichtung (14), wobet der Computer (16) so pro- 
grammiert ist, daB er die folgenden Funktionen ausfuhrt 

'0 Armehmen der codierten Daten (48). die die wenigstens eine juristische Person bezeichnen, an der Dater>* 

eirtgabeeinrichtung (1 4); 

Annehmen eines 6ekfi)etrages einer caritativen Spende von dem Spender f Qr die wenigstens eine juristische 
Person an der Dateneingabeeinrichtung (14); und 

15 

Zuordnen des Gekfi>etrages zu den codierten Daten (48). die die wenigstens eine juristische Person bezeich- 
nen. 

2. Variahren nach Anspmch 1 , wobei die codierten Daten (48) wettertih wenigstens einen Getc&>etrag einer Sperxie 
20 des SpefKSers fOr die wenigstens eine juristische Person bezeichnen. 

3. Verfahren nach Anspmch 1 . wobei die Dateneingabeeinrichtung (1 4) einen Codeleser und eine Tastatur tmifaBt. 

A Verfahren nach Anspnjch 1. wobei die Dateneingabeeinrichtimg (14) einen Codeleser umfaBt. der die codierten 
2S Daten (46) mttoptischen.rnechanischen Oder rnagnetischenMfttelnlesenk^ 

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 , das des weiteren den Schrttt des Eingebens der oocfierten Daten (48). tiRe die wenig- 
stens eine juristische Person bezeichnen, in die Dateneingabeeinrichtung (14) umfaBt 

^ a Verfahren nach Anspruch 5. das des weiteren den Schrrtt des Eingebens eines GeMbetrages einer Spende von 
dem Sperxler fOr die wenigstens eine juristische Person in die Dateneingabeeinrichtung (48) umfaBt 

7. Verfahren nach Anspmch 6. das des wefteren den Schritt des Einziehens des Geldb^rages von dem Spender 
umfaBt. 

05 

a Verfahren nach Anspmch 7, das des weiteren den Schritt des Uberweisens des Geldbetrages an die wenigstens 
erne juristische Person umfaBt. 

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei: 

der Conr>puter (16) Ober Einrichtungen (IB, 20. 22) verius^. die elektronische Gekttrmsaktionen in einem Fi- 
nanzinstitut (26) tt>er eine On-tine-Verbindung (24) mit einem elektionischen Tfans£y(tlonssystem des Fmanz- 
instituts (26) einlelten; und 

der Geldbetrag Ober das elektronische Transaktionssystem an die wenig^ 
wiesen wird. 

ia Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei <fie codierten Daten. die dke wenigstens eine juristische Person bezek:hnen. 
auf einer Karte (12a) codiert sirxi. 

11. Variahren nach Anspmch 1 . wobei die codierten Daten (48) von einer Karie (12a) getragen warden und^oder eine 
einer Gmppe von Einrichtungen umfassen. zu denen Lochcodes, Strichcodes, eki magnetisch codierter Streifen 
Oder ein Mikrochf) gehoren. 

55 12, Veriahren nach Anspmch 1 . wobei die codierten Daten (48) Strichcodes umfassen und die Strk^hcodes entweder 
einen EAN-Code Oder einen UPC-Code umfassen. 

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Computer (16) eine Computer-Registrierkasse umfaBt 
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14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, wobei die Computer-Registrierfcasse die codierten Oaten (46) in etner Massenspei- 
cheretnrichtung (22) speichert 

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das des werteren den Schritt des Vetteilens eines Gegenstandes mit den codierten 
s Oaten (48) an potentielle Sperider umfaBt 

16- Verfahren nach Anspnich 15. wobei die codierten Oaten (48) dem Computer (16) des weiteren eine Einrichtung 
artgeben. nnit der der Gegenstand verteitt wurde. 

^0 17. Spendensammeletnnchtung, die etne bednjckte Karte (12a) aus Kunststoffnnaterial. Pappe. Karton Oder einem 
ahnlichen bednjckbaren Bogennriateriat umfaBt, wobei die Karte (12a) nrvt aufgedrudcten Informationen (46) ver- 
sehen ist, die wenigstens den Zwack der Spende und die juristische Person, die die Spende empfangt. betrelfen. 
wobei die Karte (12a) weiterhin mit codierten Infonmauv^an (48), beispielsweise in Form eines Strichcodes, ver- 
sehen ist, der von einer Codeerfassungselnrichtung und einer Computer-Registrierlcasse des Typs, der in Einzel- 

IS harxielsgeschaften und ahnlichen Handeiseinrichtungen eingesetzt wird. automatisch gelesen und verart>e(tet 

werden Icann. 
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Revindications 

1. Procddd pour coilecter des dons, les stapes consistant k : 



aff ecter d un doriateur des donn^ cod6es (48) klentifiam au rnoins urie entit 
prdvoir un orcfinaleur (16) conrtportant des rnoyens (14) tfentrte de dorm 
^ grafmi6denriani^e2lexdcuter lesforictiorYSsuivantes: 

accepter, dans lesdtts rnoyens (14) tfentrte de donndes, lesdttes domides cod^ (48) 
moins wie entit6; 

accepter dans lesdfts moyens (14) tfentrte de donndes. une quantftd d'argent dTun don charitable envoyd par 
lec£t donateur d ladite au moirts une entitd; et 
30 asGocierdladrtequamitdd^gemiesditesdonntescodtes(48)identifi^ 

2. Proc^ selon la revendication 1. dans lequel lesdites donn^ coddes (48) identifient en outre au movts une 
quantftd dWgent dtun don envoyd par ledit donateur k ladfte au moins une entft6. 

3S 3. Proc6d6 selon la revencficationi, dans lequel lesditsrnoyens (14) d'entrtededonn^compren^ 
de code ^ un davier 

4w Procddd selon la revencfication 1 , dans lequel les(£ts rno^ens (14) tfentrte de donn^ comprennent un lecteur 
de code apte k interpreter lesdites donn^ codtes (48) par run de moyens optique, mteviique ou ma^idtique. 

5. Proc6d6 selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre consistant k introduirB» dans lesctits irioyens (14) 
tfentrto de donndes. lescmes donntes oodtes (48) ktentiliartf ladite au r^ 

6. Proc^ selon la revendc^ton 5, comprenant en outre r^tape consistant k introdutre dans lesdrts moyens (48) 
^ d^entrdededonndes. une quantity d'arger^d'un don erivoyd par ledit donateur dbdilem 

7. Proc6d6 selon la revendication 6. comprenant en oi4re r^tape consistant k coilecter ladite qucntitd dr^argerrt pro- 
venant dudd donateur. 

so a Pfoc6d6 selon la revendication 7, comprenant en outre f^ape consistant k transferer ladite quantity d'argent k 
ladfte au moins une unite. 

9. Precede selon ta revendication 8. dans lequel 

55 ledit ordinateur ( 1 6) comporte des moyens (1 8,20.22) pour d6dencher des transactions eiectroniques d'argent 

dar>s un organisme finarKHer (26) par Hntermediaire d'une connexion en ligne (24) avec un systeme de tran- 
saction eiectrontque dudit organisme financier (26); et 

ladite quantite d'argent est transferee k ladite au moins une enttte par llntermediaire dudit systeme de tran- 
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sactkm dlectronique. 

10. Proc^ selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lesdrtes donn6es cod^es kJentifiant ladrte au moins una entttd sont 
coddes 8ur une carte (12a). 

11. Proc6dd selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lesdites donndes cod6es (48) sont portdes par une carte (12a) et/ 
ou coo^rennent des codes k perforations, des codes k banes, une bande co66a ma^dtiquenient ou une plaquette 
d mtcfodrcuits. 

12. Procddd selon la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdites donndes coddes (48) comprennent des codes k barres et 
lescfits codes k barres connprennent soit un code EAN. sort un code UPC. 

13. Proc666 selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lecfit ordinateur (16) comprend une caisse enregistreuse basde sur 
un ordinateur. 

14. Procddd selon la revendication 13, dans lequel ladite caisse enregistreuse basde sur un ordhateur memorise 
lescfites dortndes oodles (48) dans des moyens de m^moire de masse (22). 

15. ProcM selon la revendication 1 , compranant en outre I'dtape conslstant k distrbuer un article possddant lesdites 
donntes cod6es (48) k des donateurs potentiels. 

16. Proc^ selon la revencfication 15. lequel lesdrtes donn^es cod6es (48) identifient en outre pour ledit ordi- 
nateur (16) des moyens d faide desquels ledit article a 6td c^ribud. 

17. Moyens de oollecte de dons comprenant une carte imprimde (12a) en matiftre plastique, en papier cartonn6. en 
carton ou en matdrlau en forme de feuille imprvnable simllaira, ladrte carte (12a) dtant poun^ cf une information 
imprimde (46) concemant au nwins le but du don et fentftd recevant le don; et ladite carte (12a) dtant en outre 
pounnie d'une information codte (48). par exenr^le sous la forme d'un code k barres. pouvant dtre lu et traitd 
automatiquement par des nrKsyens de detection de code et une caisse enregistreuse basde sur un ordinateui; du 
type utilisd dans des magasins de vente au detail et des dtablissements commerciaux sffnilaires. 
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